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The Current 

The CUrrent is the student newspaper at the University of Missouri­
St. Louis, printing weekly through the fall and spring semesters on 
Mondays. Advertising rates are available upon request; terms, condi­
tions and restrictions apply. The Current, financed in part by student 
activities fees, is not an official publication of UM-St. Louis. 

The University is not responsible for the content of The Current and/ 
.' or its policies. All materials contained in each printed and online is­

sue are property of The Current and may not be reprinted, reused, or 
reproduced without the prior, expressed and written consent of The 
Current. 

The Current accepts letters to the editor. All letters should be brief, 
and those not exceeding 250 words will be given preference. The Cur­
rent edits letters for clarity and Jength, not for dialect, correctness, in­
tent or grammar. All letters must be signed and must include a daytime 
phone number and, where applicable, student number. The Editor-in­
Chief reserves the right to respond to and to deny any letters. 
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NEWS 

-St. Louis officially ends their 
, 

co tract with Chartwells 
UM-St. Louis welcomes SodexoUSA as its new food service provider 

S,EQUITA BEAN 
Editor-in-Chief 

After nearly a decade of 
food service and almost a 
year of speculation, the Uni­
versity of Missouri St. Louis 
announced Friday that they 
will be officially ending thei.r 
contract with Chartwells, 
Compass Group North 
America. 

The decision was an­
nounced via campus-wide 
email from Vice Provost 
of Student Affairs, Curtis 
CoQnrod. "The University o.f 
Missouri-St. Louis welcomes 
Oill new dining parmer, 50-
dexoUSA, with limited. ser­
vice beginning in January 3, 
2011," the email said. Chart­
wells will continue their re­
tail and residential service 
through December 17 and 
any confirmed catering or­
ders will be honored through 

December 23. 
Beginning in Febru-

ary 2010) Student Services 
planned a series of food ser­
vice forwns in which UM-St. 
Louis students were invited 
to share meir opinions on 
the quality of food on cam­
pus. The input was complied 
and passed on to Chartwells 
as recommendations for im­
provement. 

Chartwells' original con­
tract, which was a long-term 
one, had become our-dated 
and the needs of the uni­
versity had changed. "There 
comes a point wh.en you can 
band-aid the contract but 
it really needs a fresh look," 
Curtis Coonrod, vice pro­
vost, said in a previous inter­
view. 

The new food service 
committee prepared a request 
for proposal that allowed all 
food service providers, in­
cluding Charwells to bid tor 
the January 2011 opening. In 

an effort to help their rep uta- , 
don, Chartwells began their 
"We Heard You" campaign 
at the beginning of the Fall 
2010 semester. They imp le­
mcmted several changes to 
their menu including "flex­
ible to go" combo meals, dif­
ferenr catering options and 
fresh pastries at the Aroma 
Cafe. Other changes includ­
ed extended dining hours 
throughout dining areas on 
campus. However, Chart­
wells had to raise their prices 
almost 2 percen t in order to 
supplement the changes. 

Despite their campaign 
and the new menu changes, 
Chanwells will no longer be 
tne food service provider for 
UM-St. Louis. 

SodexoUSA is the foodser­
vice provider for other colleg­
es and universities including 
the University of Missouri 
Kansas City, Central tvlis­
so uri State University and 
Missouri State University. 

Their Web site boasts a series 
of national brands including 
Chic-fil-A, Panda Express 
and Blimpe. They also offer 
convenience stores, catering 
and vending' services. So­
dexo's dining hours on cam­
pus will not be available until 

. next year. "[The new ho illS] 

haven't been worked out yet," 
Bernard Diggs, director of 
Millenniwn Student Center 
Operations said. "Through­
out the month of December 
we're going to be meeting to 
work that out." Unconfirmed 
catering contracts with · 
Charrwells will not be hon­
ored at this time. SodexoU­
SA's new dining hours will be 
set to be released on or before 
January 3, shorcly followed 
by any catering information. 

Curtis Coonrod, vice 
provost of Student Affairs, 
declined to comment on the 
new contract. 

One lost and found location turlns into several 
CAITLIN E. L. MYLES 
Staff Writer 

Lost and found at the Uni­
versi!y of Missouri- St. Louis 
might receive a new home 
or, to be mor~ specific, many 
new homes. The information 
desk located between Aro­
ma's Bakery and the Advising 
Center in the Millenniwn 
Student Center is currently 
in charge of lost and found 
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items, but the Welcome 
Center, near the bookstore, 
is taking over and has plans 
for change. These plans are 
under debate about how ben­
eficial they are to students. 

At the present time lost 
and found items from the en­
tire campus are transferred to 

and held at the information 
desk for the duration of one 
semester. However, after con­
trol of the policy is put into 
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n~w hands, the arrangement 
is for each campus build­
ing to have its own tost and 
found instead ' of the Wel­
come Center being in charge 
of lost items campus \vide. 

"We are making some 
changes with the information 
desk at the MSC to allow for 
more coverage and hopefully 
provide even more service 
to our students, faculty and 
staff. The information desk 

will be managed by the Wel­
come Center. With regards to 

the lost and found policy, no 
change has been implement­
ed. As we look to making 
changes, we ·are looking for 
ways to enhance our service 
to the can1pus community," 
Curt Coonrod, vice provost 
for Student Affairs, said. 

See LOST on page 6 
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Controversy surro nd 
Millennium Student C nfer arrest 

Student witnesses dispute UMSL's official 
account of the incident · 
RYAN KRULL 
New s Editor 

Controvers continues to surround 
the Nov. 17 arrest of University of 
Mlssouri-Sr. Louis srudent Brian K. 
Masse outsjde 1he U in the ~ifillen­

nium Student Cemer. The Facebook 
. group MSL Police Went Too Far. !! 

now boasts 90 members and is 6rcuht­
ing an online peddon. 

The petition, titled Permanend.· Re­
move the ffi m u ng ffi er from rh 

-St. Louis Cam u llHend -h · 11 

signatUres. 
The gr up was created b th Face­

b ok profile Ann Greesrude11f. The 
owner of the profile told The Currmt, 
Things are in morion. Th studen · are 

going to push and the more'vve ar n [ 
h eard the harder we are goiog to p h . 
There isn't one person on this campus 
whose job is not ba ed on studem enroll­
ment, and those who choose to ignore u 
will be reminded of such. Everything we 
do '\ . ill be legal. and they should know 
that there are many legal routes that we. 
can, will and are taking." 

Jh . Current reported on l\lfassey's ar­
rest last week and since that time se\ferai 
sruden~s have contacted the paper saying 
the} witnessed the incident and wanted 
'to giye their account of whar happened. 

The STudent witnesses take particu­
lar e..x:ception to Police Chief Forest an 
Ness' claim that Massey grabbed at the 

arresting officer when the officer was 
placing handcuffs on him. 

"As he was being arrested he was JUSt 
asking wh and asked ifhe could just put 
his waller back b fore being handcuffed," 
Kendeh Isom, senior, biology, said. 
It ,\vas after asking w ' he was beina ar­
rested, according toI n, that Mas y 

wa thrown on th ground and dragg d 
out of th M SC 1 bb and inro the part 
f the buUrung where The U is locared 

;:u ell . eral orner offie , inducting 
the Center for Stud m Suce ss. 'While in 

J 

y, 

at the time of the in ident gave e ­
seutiall an identical account of r'he 
events as Isom did. Botb Hopkins an 
1som s account.s coincide b and large 
with 'hat Justin ColUns senior. stu­
dio art, told the Current previously. 
Isom also said that she felt that the M ­
Sr. LQuis Poli e \\ ere nonchalant" when 
taking he..r: statement .md she feels as 
though they will ~or be taking what she 
or any of the orher studcIH -witnesses a 
seriousl). 

"1 am sorry to hear that some studen ts 

Things are in motion. The 
students are going to push and 
the lllore we are not heard the 
harder we are going to push. 

felt our officers \\Tere 'nonchalant,") Van 

Ness said. 'At no time did I e\-ef want 
an officer to indicate that a student or 

staff ill m ber ould not come forward 
an fr~l., without resrraim pro ide a 
statement. Although rYe attended to a 
lor f issues I per nally spent about 45 
minutes with one uden t." 

In respon e to tudents' campi 'm s 
bour the beha ior of the arr ring f­

Beers, Van said ' I und rstand that 

there are students who have expr ssed 
oneem. Their tatemem will b r ­

port d in a upplemenral police rep n . 
e are following our poliC! regarding 

th e of force. ' an ess aid hat the 

dl.l:e Prose ring Anorney \vill have a -
cess ro this supplemental repo rt. 

The . ovember 1 incident began 

when, a cording to amples "police 
cei d a call a our a student in crisis a[ 

tb radio station in the .Millennium tu­

d o t Center. Three offic r respond d ." 
ttl asked Brian to Ie-ave from in from 

f the rad i ration said J hn -d-
V'."'ards P rts director for The . uOur 
goal was r r move the distraughr stu­
d · nr from in ide rn radi s t i n ld 
nor have h r be more upset by eeing 
Brian outside the radio STation. \{!hen 
asked. Brian refused. Whe11 he refu ed I 
walked back into our offic and waited 
fur mp 

\'Qhen 
police to arrive.' 
ked if an l TM-Sr. Louis tLl-

ent would actuall hav to obey such.a 
request from som one llke a manager of 
The U, Curtis Coonrod vice provost for ­
Student Affairs, cited the Student Code 
of Conduct. 

"In most cases, a student v.rould only 
be requested to vac.ate a classroom or 
building if their behavior was deter­
mined to be disruptive," he said. U.Ac_ 
cording to the Srudent Code of Con­
duct, Section 200.010 B.lO, students 
must comply with the request ofUniver­
siry officials acting in the performance of 
their duties. If the student feels that ws 
requesr is unfulr, they are still obligated 
to leave bur can contact the appropriare 
office to report their concern." 
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"What do you plan for w inter break?" 

"During winter break, I plan on getting 
a second job, because I got accepted 
into a university in the Netherlands." 

Xuandrea Tullie 
Undecided 
Sophmore 

"I'm planning on doing a little travelling 
between work and family obligations. 

a~~,J I'd like to go far away; however, I don't 
think time will permit it." 
Cody Hill 
Computer Science 

'--_~ __ --' Graduate 

"Spending time with friends and fa mily 
and drinking hot cocoa while trying not 
to forget Spanish, French and Japanese.u 

la'Ondrill Brown 
Linguistics 

'----------..... Senior 
. . .... ......... .. .... .. . .. .. , ... ... ... .. . 

" I am going to NYC with some interna­
tional friends of mine to celebrate the 
New Year's Eve. I've always wanted to 
go there and I think that it will be a good 
occasion to see this big dty enlightened 
with Christmas light!" 
Anderson Denis 
English 
junior 

"UMSL police arrest Student in MSC" 
- Week of the Nov. 29 Web Edition 

This should have been the story published in The Cur­
rent's ha rd-copy for the week of Nov. 29. I commented 
on another story that the staff should double·check its 
content and add a layer of polish instead of focusing so 
much on less-newsworthy pursuits, and this is a prime 
example why. The published version takes great pains to 
avoid naming the suspect until the man's last name is 

.. .....-11111 

dropped in the latter part of the article, thereby invalidat- aII"l 
ing the entire purpose. Lines are unwieldy, placement 
could be better, and the article raises more questions 
than it answers. 
However, that isn't the primary reason as to why I'm 
commenting today. I'm curious, confused, and concerned 
(yes, all at once) as to why The Current's staff' has not 
pursued this story further given it has had nearly two 
weeks since the incident to do so. The published account 
does leave some to the imagination, yes, but there could 
have been much more done with this piece. 
For example, why has there been no published research 
done on a student's rights on campus? This story shows 
that campus staff (of which the alleged perpetrator is 

. ostensibly a member) seemingly has a veto power over 
the student body at large':" that is, they can direct any­
one to . not only leave the building, but campus itself. Is 
this true? Can the director of Student Services (whom I'm 
sure is terribly nice, but only an example) walk up to me 
and say "Shove off, you're ruining the scenery"? Where 
has the precedent been set? 

-Justin Youn·g 
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The Benton-Stadler building that was expected to recieve student fee funding for re-construction. 

Long awaited Benton-Stadler renovation hits road block 
RYAN KRULL 
News Editor 

University of Missouri-St. Louis students will not be seeing 
a proposed $4.10 per credit hour student fee increase any time 
soon. However, that means that students will have to settle for 
the same old Benton-Stadler for the time being. 

The student fee increase would have supplemented money 
brought in by a recently approved University of Missouri Sys­
tem bond issue to help fund a major Benton-Stadler renova­
tion, but UM System President Gary Forsee chose to not pro­
pose the student fee increase to the UM Board of Curators in 
November. 

Vice Chancellor of Managerial & Technological Services, 
James Krueger, was a vocal supporter of the student fee in­
crease and bond issue. Several weeks before Forsee made his 
decision, Krueger told the Student Government Association 
that, given the historically low interest rates before the end 
of the year would be the perfect time for the M ys tem to 
raise money via a bond issue. Though the Board of Curators 
approved the b nd i sue, For ee's deci ion to not bring up the 
UM -St. Louis _ tudent fee increase for approval as w it m eans 

that the Bentoll-Stadler project will no t be part of the b nd 

issue. Forsee's decision came as a surprise to many at UM-St. 
Louis, especially after Forsee expressed . his strong support for 
the Benton-Stadler renovation at a recent townhall meeting 
held at UM-St.. Louis. Kruger said that Forsee's decision does 
not mean that the system president is backtracking on his sup­
port for the Benton-Stadler renovation. "He understands the 
need for the project," Krueger said. "He's committed to us to 
figure out ways to find money for the project." Krueger said 
that Forsee did not propose the student fee increase because 
of a state law that requires an e.xceprion from the Missouri 
Department of Education to be granted if a public university 
wants to raise undergraduate resident ruition at a rate that ex­
ceeds the consumer price index. 

"No four-year public higher education institution has ever 
asked for an exception because of previous agreements "\vith 
the governor on .tuition," Krueger said. "Our campus \vill be 
proposing fee increases that exceed inflation for the next fis­
cal year, w ' will have to ask for an exception. 1he amount of 
increas would hay b en m u h higher [if the $4. 10 per credit 
hour had been included] . loee it is the first year that we will 
ask as a campus for an exc p rion . the president [Forsee] didn't 
know h ; well that would be perc ived . 

D esp 'te the reee [setback, Krueger said that he is still op-

timisdc about the Benton-Stadler renovations happening in 
the future. "Benton-Stadler is number one campus priority 
project until it gets funded," Krueger said. "We have other 
projects, but I believe it will stay number one." 

Krueger said that one possibility might be reevaluating the 
student fee one year from now. Anomer possibility is a state 
wide bond issue that would have to be approved by.the Mis­
souri general assembly then go to voters on the ballot. Krueger 
said that Fors-ee is in favor of a state wide bond issue and that 
if it were to pass it is his belief that UM-St.. Louis would get 
a second building project in addition to the Benton-Stadler 
renovation. "A statewide bond issue has tremendous positive 
economic benefits," Chris Kelly, a state representative from the 
Iviissouri's 24th district, said. "State government will always 
borrow money to b~ild on public campuses, its not if we will 
borrow but when. ' 

The statewide bond issue option may be appealing to stu­
dents because going that route would nOt require a student tee 
increase as a supplement. "Student fees are wrong because it ' 
sa~s students and their parents ha e to do the work that [the] 
state should do ' Kelly said. Kelly said that he will defi.nitd~. 
bring the tatewide bond issue proposal before the legislature 
this s lon. 

ne The following criminal incidents were reported to the University of Missouri-St.louis Police Department between November 18-19, 2010. 

. .' -. ti~~~~'b-~'~ '18; '201'()" ...... .... ...... .. ... .. .. .......... ........ .. ....... .. ........................... .... ................................ , ................................................ ....... ........................................ . 
Fraudulent Use of a Credit Card-Millennium Student Center 
During the day, two employees used a credit card which did not belong to them to make purchases at the bookstore. When the Fraud was detected by the employee at the bookstore, the UMSL 
Police were called. The Police made contact with the owner of the credit card and determined that it was not in her possession. The UMSL Police did make two arrests of the employees in this 
case, and when the report is completed it will be sent to the st. Louis County Prosecuting Attorney's Office for review. The employees will also face disciplinary action from the university . 

................ . .......................... .. .................................................................................................................................................. ................................................................ 
Remember that crime prevention is a community effort, and anyone having information concerning these, or any other incidents should contact the (ampus Police. The UMSL Police 
would like to remind all persons to be aware of your surroundings, walk in groups and stay in · well lit areas if possiqle. Please report any suspicious people or activity to the UMSL Cam­
pus Police immedia tely by calling 911 if it is an emergency, or the main number of 314-516-5155. 
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Lu Lyons (618) 453.4512 lIyons@siu.edu 
Pat McNeil (618) 453.4330 pmcneil@siu.edu 
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LOST from page 2 

The Student Government Association is 
not in favor of the new policy and prepares to 

fight to get their way. 
"SGA is able to make recommendations 

directly to the vice provost for Student Affairs 
as weil as vote on the Student Affairs com­

mittee," Daniel Rosner, Student Government 
president, said. With these powers, SGA is 
going to voice their opinion. 

"I personally think it makes more sense 
to have one cenualized location for lost and 
found on campus and the MSC makes the 
most sense as it is our (the students') building. 
And the MSC houses other services for stu­
dents," Rosner said, therefore malcing sense to 
keep lost and found in the MSC. 

There are not any issues with the way lost 

VVe offer health coverage for: 

and found i~ currently organized. The debate 
on changing the lost and found location is . 
merely because its new owner wants to change 
it. "Everyone knows how frusrrating it is to 

lose something," Rosner said and if this policy 
is put into act students ,,,ill no longer have 

one central location to find their belongings. 
They will have to hunt throughout the cam­
pus prolonging their search and .me reunion 
with their missed items. 

Within the next few weeks, a meeting will 
be held between the Student Affairs office 
members and SGA president, Dan Rosner. 
Before any final decisions are made, "If there 
are any recommendations [for the lost and 
found policy] they will be fully vetted," said 
Coonrod. . 

DAV~D JACKSON · Individuals without Group Coverage 
· Independent Contractors 

Anthem Blue Cross Biue Shield 

· Dependents and Students 
· COBRAI Alternative 
· Self-Employed 
· Small Businesses 

Sotutlons with choices 
are easvo Can tod£ij' for a 
free personaHzed quote. 

In MissourL lexcluaing 30 C()unties in the Kansas City area) Anthem B!ue Cross and Blue S hial ~ 
is the trade name of RightGHOI!P Managed Care, Inc. (R!T), Healthy Al liance<'l life insuranG£ 
Comp any (H,~UC), and HMO Mis:>ouri, Inc. RIT and certain afFiliates administer non-HMO bene fits 
underWritten by HAlle and HMO benEfits underwritten by HMO Missouri. Inc. RfT and certain 
affiliates onl) provide administrati'18 serJlces forseif-ftJnded plans and do not unctefwri18 
benefits. Independent licensees of the Blue Cruss and Blue Shield Association .. ~ AtlTHEI.l is a 
registerEd trademark of ,dnthem Insurallce Companies, Inc. The Biue Cross and Blue Shield 
names and symbols are regL~tered marks of the 81ue Cross and Blue Shield Asso~ja"an. 

QUALITY, AFFORDABLE HEALTH CARE 
FOR WOMEN, MEN AND TEENS 

• sro testing & treatment 
• birth control services 
• emergency contraception 
• pregnancy testing 
• GYN exams 
• HPV vaccine 

- females & males ages 9 - 26 

• options education 
& information 

• abortion services 
- abortion pill (4 - 9 weeks) 
- surgical abortion (4 - 22 wee 

Same day and next day appoi 
including evening and Saturd 

800.230.75261 www.p/anne.ci 
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A purchase from 
'Arts for AIDS' helps another 

Matt Guempel paintings hang in Gallery Visio during the,Art For Aids exhibit to raise money to help families affected by HIV-AIDS. 

ART 

Still in search of that perfect gift for that eccentric friend 
who marches to the sound of his or her "Own drum? Then slide 
on down to Gallery Visio's current exhibition entitled, "Art 
for AIDS." The brain-child of past director for Gallery Visio, 
Patricia Johnson, "Art for AIDS" is an exhibition fundraiser 
where 100 percent of the gallery's proceeds are donated to 
community members living with HN-AIDS. This showcase 
has. taken place every year since 2006 and is open, free to the 
public, until December 16. 

Should one decide to inquire about this colorful ex­
hibition, located on the lower level of the Millennium Stu­
dent Center at the University of Missouri-St. Louis, one will 
find a room of spacious white \valls covered with a mLxture of 
artWork created in different media, such as oil, mixed media, 
·or digital photography. Gallery Visio prides itself on the fact 
that it has created an environment where student artists are 
welcome to display their artwork for all to see and that is what 

vie\vers get when entering the gallery. 
In this exhibit, one may take notice of Kristin Franke's oil 

on canvas "Only In His Dreams," which is selling for $100. 
The viewer is introduced to what appears to be an aged man 
and the younger, optimistic version of what he once was. For 
the guest who has the room and means to purchase some­
thing more pricey from the gallery, Melissa Whiteman's duo 
oil paintings, each selling at $1,600, are suggested. Both of 
these paintings entitled "Sunset Storm" and "Moonsrruck" are 

great for the person who has ever dreamed of being a storm 
chaser without the element of acruallife endangerment. "Sun­
set Storm" provides its owner with more of a quiet storm with 
its warm hues . and highway perspective. "'Moonstruck" can 
be described as a dangerous adventure into a stormy night. A 
thunderbolt strike illuminates a jet-black sky \vith what little 
light it. can provide. 

And for the college student on a budget, the exhibition is 
selling yarious digital prints for $25 a piece. If one is in the 
mood for a black and white pnnt, then look no farther than 
artist Katharine Leighton, \.vhose photos capture deter:iorating 

NITESH JAIN I THE CURRENT 

houses, ·structures and barns. Digital artist, Jennifer White's 
$25 prints pro,:,ide a contrast with an extreme focus on Rowers 
and the captivating colors that they provide. Not interested in 
Rowers? This same artist has also taken photos of the St. Louis 
Arch from unusual perspectives, taking the onlooker on a roll­
ercoaster ride of stainless steel. 

There is bound to be a little something for everyone in this 
exhibit and buyers will feel wonderful to know that this year 
they have made a donation especially to the Will Flores Fund, 
which provides help for HIV-AIDS families around the St. 
Louis area. In the past, Gallery Visio has worked with orga­
nizations such as Camp Hope and Project Ark, among others 
to achieve this same goal. Clearly a purchase from "Arts for 
AIDS" will not only·make the holiday better, but will also help 
out someone else in need along the way. AIDS may not be a 
subject discussed on a daily basis but it continues to be an im­
portant cause. This January, Gallery Visio will be introducing a 
digital exhibition featuring work from UM-St. Louis students 
who work in all forms of digital art. 

B+ -Ashley Atkins 
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Dark, eerie 'Harry Potter and the Deathly 
Hallows' begins wind.;.up of series 
MOVIES 

The cast has remained the 
same, but the series of "Harry 
Poner" films has had its ups­
and-downs as directors have 
come and gone. Fortunately, 
"Harry Poner and the Death­
ly Hallows, Part 1" is one of 
the better installments, in 
the hands of director David 
Yates. The film is the first of 
two films covering the final 
book in the movie adapta­
tions of ].K. Rowling's best­
selling books. 

Despite its two and a half 
hour length, the fact that 
"Harry Potter and the Deathr 
ly Hallows, Parr 1" is the first 
of twO is inescapable. Yet the 
movie is exciting and satisfy­
ing. The film's tone overall is 
quite dark, although there are 
a fe\v mornents of comic re­
lief. The story of being on the 
run allows a dazzling ana.,· 
of breathtaking landscapes 
and visually dynamic effects, 
making the visual side of the 
film especially enjoyable. 

The film's tone is also more 
grown-up, as the characters 
themselves have grown into 
young aduirs. Gone are the 
scenes of the old school, as 
now, Harry Potter (Daniel 
Radcliffe), Hermione Grang­
er (Emma Watson) and Ron 
Weasley (Ruperr Grim) send 

their families into hiding 
before escaping under cover 
themselves. They and their 
supporters are forced into 
hiding by the rising power of 
those linked to the shadowy 
Lord Voldemorr (Ralph Fi­
ennes). Arrayed against them 
is an army of darkness that 
includes that vision of evil in 
pink, Dolores Umbridge (the 
wonderful Imelda Stanton) . 

With "Harry, Hermione 
and Ron on the run, the 
overwhelming feeling is fore­
boding, scenes are dark and 
music is eerie, as the heroes 
relenclessly seek the magical 
e il Horcruxes they must de­
stroy to break the grip of evil. 

Many of the delightful 
cast of supporting characters 
returns including Robbie 
Coltrane as Hagrid, Michael 
Gambon as a remembered 
Profe or Dumbledore, Alan 
Rickman as Professor Snape 
and Helena Bonham Carter 
as Bellatrix Lastrange, but in 
much reduced roles. Instead, 
the focus falls much more on 
the central three. Adapting a 
book into a movie requ~res 

changes, but overall the film 
sticks to the intem of the 
book. The plot of pursuit by 
organized evil, plus lots of 
talk about subjugating "in­
ferior" Muggles and the hor­
rors of "mixed blood" amps 

up the Nazi overtones already 
in the story. Harry's task ·of 
collecting the HorcrlLxcs 
with the help of loyal friends 
Hermione and Ron seems an 
echo of "Lord of the Rings," 
especially when wearing a 

Horcrux around one s neck 
appeJIS to have a nasty ef­
fea on disposition. Ho\ ever 
the plot device does allow 
the sroryline to bring to the 
surfa.ce underlying tensions 
in this triangle that needed 
to be addressed, includ­
ing any attraaion bet\'olcen 
Harry and Hermione. \Vhy 
she wouJ.d pick Ron over the 
"chosen one" is touched on, 
although that actor Rupert 
Grim has grown into a bit of 
a hunk might make this less 
a mystery fOf women in the 
audience. But the charaaers 
did need to address it. 

COURTESY I WARNER BROS. 

The film also has more 
character development. As 
always, girl-power Hermione 
is far more resourceful and 
prepared man her two male 
companions, but she gets to 
show her softer side as well. 
The relationship bemreen 
Harry and Ron is further ex­
plored and they find a more 
even footing. While there is 
less emphasis on magical fire­
works, there is still enough ro 
satisfy. Mysteries are revealed 
but there is less emphasis on 
poLitical maneuverings and 
betrayals. 

All in ali, "Harrr Pot­
ter and the Deathly Hal­
lows, Parr 1" is a well-made, 
appealing-looking, satisfying 
film, and a fine first step to 
wrapping up the beloved se­
nes. 

S -Cate Marquis 

A ay to Remembe stays true 
MUSIC 

After much waiting, A ­
Day to Remember fans can 
finally relax after the release 
of their latest album 'What 
Separates Me From You.'·The 
ever changing sound that 
some have disowned A Day 
to Remember for is ·prevalent 
in this album bur not in the 
way that most were expect­
ing: Released on November 
15, the fourth installment in 
A Day to Remember's discog-

raphy will have alternative 
fans everywhere addicted. 

Progressing back to their 
roots, A Day to Remember 
has finally retrieved some of 
the harder sound that they 
seem ro have been losing for 
the past ~o albums. While 
"Homesick" and "For ·Those 
Who Have Heart" were both 
widely accepted -and appre­
ciated in the musical world, 
fans that initially listened to 

A Day to Remember will miss 
the screams and heavy guitar 
riffs that they fell in love with 

on their first album, "And 
Their Name Was Treason." 
But all fans will be happy to 
know -that 'What Separates 
Me From You' brings out the 
highlights of both sides that 
A Day to Remember balances 
precariously in their music. 

When first listening to. the 
new album, newer fans may 
be shocked. The first thing 
that blares through the sound 

. system is the wonderful 

scream of Jeremy McKinnon. 
McKinnon's voice has been 
almost the ,defining point of 

ADTR in previous albums 
and he definitely is not let­
ting anybody down in this 
one. The amazing, heanfelt 
lyrics thar have also become 
synonymous with A Day to 
Remem ber's name can also 
be seen on this album. Verse 
after verse, chorus after cho­
rus, the words ring true to all 
fans. The words that ADTR 
put with the music are just 
sCI:eaming to be chanted at 
their next concert. 

See DAY on page 9 

·'Black SWann 
The big hit of Sundance 
and a top contender for . 
the Oscars race, Darren 
Aronofsky's (" Requiem 
for a Dream") mad 
psychological thriller 
about ballet backstage 
stars Natalie Portman 
(in a jaw-dropping 
performance), Mila -
Kunis, Winona Ryder, 
Vincent Cassels and a 
scary Barbara Hershey. 

IA&E 

Anyone expecting a glossy costume drama, be warned--this 
wonderfully bizarre, twisted film is not that. . 

liThe Tourist" 
Johnny Oepp stars as a tourist trying to recover from a bro­
ken heart and Angelina Jolie stars as an Interpol agent in a 
action thriller set in Venice, directed by Florian Henckel Von 
Donnersmarck, who helmed the wonderful" Lives of Others," 
now makIng his American movie directorial debut. Also stars 
Paul Bettany. 

"Tamara Drewe" 
This hilarious dark British comedy, set at writers' retreat in 
the English countryside, brings together a cast of characters 
including a philanderfng author, a rock star, a pair of trouble­
making small-town teens, and a once-homely rich girl who has 
been transformed into a beauty and is now bent on settling 
some scores. For those who relish British humor or dark com­
~dy, this one has the goods - very funny stuff indeed. 



ADVERTISEMENT 

Songs range from heartfelt love songs to all 
out mosh pit brawls~ "It's Complicated" is an 
interesting combination of their newer style, 
bur insanely catchy and something that will 
speak to listeners. . 

The guitar sound can be extremely poppy, 
but it is nof a bad thing in this case. On the 
other hapd, "2nd Sucks" is very reminiscent 
of their older and much harder sound. Almost 
the entire song is screaming, which is a wel­
come shift from the first half of the album, . 
which plays more to their softer and newer 
sound. 

The entire album deserves, not just one, 
but multiple listens. No song deserves the skip 

button, but rather will leave the listener wait­
ing for another play. Hit after rut will come 
streaming through the listener's speakers. It 
will be hard for anyone' to be upset with this 
album. 

As a whole, the album is unexpected but 
entirely wonderful. A Day To Remember has 
not only found a way to stay true to who they 
are· as a band, but a way to please both new 
and old fans. With the way they cater to ev­
eryone's needs, it is easy to see that not only 
will A Day To Remember continue to pur out 
amazing r~cords, they will also only get bigger 
from here. 

A + Jananca Scherer 

NEED HELP FIGHTING YOUR FINALS? 

htQ:OITmt 
INVITES YOU AND A 

GUEST TO A SPECIAL 
ADVANCE SCREENING OF 

11£ 

FIGHIER 
For your chance to win a 

complimentary pass for two, 
log onto Gofobo.com/RSVP 
and enter code: UMSL4AVJ 

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST. NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. VOID 
WHERE PROHIBITIED OR RESTRICTED BY LAW. Empl~ of 
participating sponsors a~ineligible. Passes are allailable on i! 
first'come, first·ser~ed basis. One admit·two pass ~r pe"rson. 

This film !\as been rated R. 

www.TheFighterMovie.com 

IN THEATERS FRIDAY, DECEMBER 17 i 



ingo study bre 
CAITLIN E. L. MYLES 
Staff writer 

Last lllUrsday night, campus recreation sponsored 
bingo study break party, where students had time 
get away from pre-exam nerves. From 7 to 9 p.m., 

and their friends and family gathered in the 
purpose room in Provincial House on South 

where they relaxed and enjoyed a night of 

Everyone sat. at tables of eight, and was given two 
boards to play with. Susan Oibb, the Campus 

IKe:cn:ation coordinator, sat at the front of the room 
directed the evening. Dibb explained the rules 
began ro yell out the various numbers that would 
be the winning combination for several players. 

"B5, N32, 063, 130, G46," Dibb said. 
After a player called bingo, that person walked ro 

fronc of the room anlhad someone check his or 

her board. If the player actually had bingo, it was an­
nounced to the room. 

"Looks like a winner," Oibb said. The winner was 
then told to pick a prize. 

There were three prize tables mostly filled with 
University of Missouri-St. Louis' apparel. Prizes for 
rounds one through five were on table one, prizes for 
rounds six through ten were on table two, and prizes 
for rounds 11 through 15 were on table three. Win­
ners had to choose from the appropriate table bue 
could exchange for something in their size if it was on' 
another table. The first winner chose a red sweatshirt 
that said "UMSL" in yellow letters on the front. The 
next set of winners chose a gray UM-St. Louis t-shirt, 
a red yo-yo and a pink UM-St. Louis shirt respective­
ly. Other excited winners chose from the remaining 
UM-St. Louis related items. 

In between a few games of traditional bingo, there 
were rounds called "The Loser Game." Dibb asked ev­
eryone to stand up and then she started calling out 

numbers. If one of a player's numbers was announced 
then that person had to sit down. The person who was 
the last one never to have any of the numbers on his 
or her board called won the game. 

After each round, Oibb told the crowd to uncover 
their board and prepare ro start over. People became 
pretty competitive as the night went on. One person 
jokingly screamed, "I hate you!" after losing a·game. 

Some guests did not put much effort into the 
games as they snacked on the free food. Nachos, Fri­
tos and bean dip, pretzels, peanuts, popcorn and a big 
assortment of drinks were available to each guest. 

"The food is great," Jennifer Adams, freshman, 
nursing, said. 

Bingo night was just what many students needed 
to relax. 

"I still have a bunch of homework to do, but at 
least I got to talee a breale for a little while," Tiffuny 
Mayo, senior, criminology, said before heading home. 

DEC. 1:hr: ltumnt 
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Gal e y Vis·o we co es a new director 
JENO'HARA 
Feat ure Edito r 

Stephanie Sivils has been passed the [Orch of directing Gal­
lery Visio and Sivils definitely has the creativi ty and history [0 

do great things. 

The Current: Cart you giove us a Little background on yourself? 

Stephanie Sivils:--I'm originally from Kansas City, but I 
grew up in Washington, Missouri. I st;lfted studying art at 

_ the junior college out there and I gOt an associate's in fine 
arts. I transferred to Maryville and I wanted to be an art 

teacher; I was really into teaching. I started working at th~ 
St. Louis art shop about three or four years ago and I just 
really: liked the setting. Then, I started working for City 
Museum. So, I started really getting into the environment. 

TC: What do you do at the City Museum? 

SS: I work at City Museum on the we,ekends. I'm an m 
instructor in a little section of the museum called ''Art City." 
·We develop a lot of art projects from recycled material. 

TC: How did you become the Gallery dili ctor? 

SS: I started olunteering at Gallery Visio a couple , ears 
ago and [the previous direc[Or] and I just evoly d a great rela­
tionship. I starred learning how to put shows together, install­
ing, everything about the '\vhole process. Ir was so exciting to 
me. So when [the previous gallery director quit], she called me 

_ one day and said, "This position might be up, you should defi­
nitely apply for it." I went through a long interview process; 
they wanted to ?Jake SLUe they were hiring the right person. 

TC: Rumor has it there will be some changes going on with­
in Gallery Visio. What kinds of changes can we expect to see? 

SS: What I'd like [0 see is more ' interact~on. We are in a 
very obscure location, unfortunately. When I was getting my 
bachelor's when I was in the art history program, I didn't really 
see-or hear of Gallery Visio much, so I'd like to change that. I 
want to build on the groundwork [the previous director] .. , 
raised before. I'm starting to put together a street team, if you 
will. We're just making ourselves known 'a little bit more. 

TC: . What is an average day for you in the Gallery like? 

SS: Every day, we open up the gallery and ·make sure every-

thing is tidy' make sure the arGvork is straiohr and e eryt.hing 
looks nice fo r the public to come througli. hat I do a lot of 
is answering emails . geningreadforthenextshow.Itis quite 
a process and things have to be done at particular ames. Ie's 
basically a lot of interacting with people via email [and1 oyer 
the phone. On daily basis I m constantly working with the 
students who work in the gallery. I'm kind of a middle man 
and advisor because I'm making sure these students have the 
opportunity to do all (he things that mak.e the gallery run. 

TC: What says creativity to JOil? 

SS: Just thinking outside of the box, really. [Also], seeing 
something in ordinary objec~s and making the ex.tra effort to 

do something that no one has done before. Really taking a 
risk, and that's what it is. Havin·g an imagination and taking 
risks. It really doesn't get any ... simple[r] than that. And, of 
course, just making it fun. 

TC: What inspires your artwork? 

SS: I'd have to say I think I am inspired by people and emo­
tion. I think figure drawing and portraiture really capture that. 
I like art that evokes emotion. I don't think anything does that 
better than the human form. 
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POP CULTURE WITH POPOSKY 

Buying stuff, 
storage units 

r ed d 

Stuff. Everybody wants 
trus one thing. With the 
Christmas season right 
around the corner, it seems 
the right time to discuss s tuff 
and figure out just why stuff 
is so important to people. 

Now please, do not mis­
understand this. Wanting 
new things is great. Every­
body gets bored with their 
material possessions eventu­
ally. At least, in this society, 
we do; there are other people 
around the world who are 
not so lucky as to have that 
right. 

But, with the focus on 
America and capitalism, it 
is relatively safe to say that 
everybody gets bored even~ 

tually and wants something 
new. This much makes sense. 

The concept which does 
not really make any sense is 
when an individual has got 
so much stuff, that said in­
dividual then has to acquire 
a new location in which to 
keep said stuff. In this case, 
several people turn their situ­
ations over to storage units 
and simply stan cramming 
stuff into 10:x2S foot box. 

This really makes little to 
no sense. Most of the time, 
people who throw stuff into 
a storage unit do not see it 
again. Storage units make 
sense if, for some reason, 
a family needs someplace 
to store things ' temporarily 
while moving. If there are 

extremely-valuable heirlooms 
in the home and the family 

is taking a vacation, by all 
means, store them temporar­
ilv. 

However, that is JUSt the 
thing: a storage unit is meant 
as temporary storage. To use 
a storage unit to help with 
holding on to all the stuff 
one never actually uses is ab­
solutely pointless. It shows a 
greed and a desire to possess 
inconsequential artifacts that 
makes no sense. 

If the item is going to be 
put away in a storage unit 
and never used again, it 
seems more logical to give it 
away. Now, not only is the 
person buying something 
new that will likely end up 
in the storage unit itself in 
a few years (if this person's 
previous behavior is to be 
followed) , but they are also 
wasting money on a storage 
unit to keep things that they 
will likely never use again. 

Yet still, people want 
more stuff. Again, wanting 
new things makes. sense in 
this society, especially when 
the economy is in the crap­
per. However, it would seem 
there is no logical reason to 
waste money holding onto 
useless stuff. 

There are evolutionary 
biologists who have done re­
search on greed, finding that 
,the greedy are often more 
prepared to survive horrible 
situations. As a result, people 
such as those cited in this 
article, if confronted about 
greed, may use a line some-

what like, "Well, if I'm sim­
ply berter at getting more of 
what I want than you are, I 
deserve it, right?" 

Quite frankly, greed, ac­
cording to most evolution­
ary biologists and theorists, 
despite the objections of the 
few, is not evolutionarily ad­
vantageous. That which is 
evolutionarily advantageous 
focuses upon growth and de­
velopment of an individual. 
Well, greed really does not 
help much at all, seeing as all 
greed wants is more--more 
of anything and more of ev­
erything, just more. 

'Tis the season, folks. Buy 
gifts for loved ones, sure, no­
body is denying that right. 
However, when "stuff' stans 

to take up so much space 
that it needs itS own home, 
give some of it back. Help 

. the world as a whole. It feels 

good and saves money. 
Matthew B. Poposky is a 

StajfWnter for The Current. -

SEAL OF APPROVAL 

Wikileaks persec 
for doing good 

ted 

If all. the world is a stage, 
men Julian Assange is the 
leading man. And like most 
leading men, he is a celeb­
rity mat everyone is after. 

Assange is a former com­
puter hacker. He is also the 
founder of Internet whistle­
blower website Wtkileaks. 
com. And as of last week, he 
is also a very wanted man. 

American political figures 
like Sarah Palin and :Mike 
Huckabee are calling for his 
assassination. Huckabee is a 
Southern Baptist minister­
he should know there are · 
ten Commandments, not 
rune. 

Palin does not really have 
an excuse, except that may­
be her brand of Christian­
ity (Sarah Palin's Religion?) 
allows for killing those you 
disagree with. 

S~eden wants him for 
questioning about possible 
sex crimes; and InteFpol has 
just placed him on its Most 

. Wanted list. 
Ecuador, though, has in­

vited him for a discussion on 
the leaked documents and 
also generously offered to 
process a residency request if 
Assange so chooses. 

Reportedly, the sex charg­
es against rum in Sweden are 
hopped-up tomfoolery. As­
sange believes that they are 
part of a smear campaign 
against him. 

Wikileaks has quickly 
become a lighming rod in 
the world's political land­
scape and its mysterious 

founder no less so. In April, 
Wikileaks posted a video 

and transcript from a 2007 
incident in Iraq where ci­
vilians were slaughtered by 
American forces. However, 

the Web site "skyrOE:keted 

to notoriety in July when 
it published 90,000 secret 
documents about the war in 

. Afghanistan," acco~ding to 
an artide about Assange on 
CNN.com. 

But the fioal straw ap­
pears to have been ' the re­
cent release of the United 
States diplomatic cables, 
which involved communi­
cations from the U.S. State 
Depanment and its various 
diplomatic missions all over 
the world. 

The U.S. government 
has expressed that the docu­
ments hold the potential 
to jeopardize international 
relations as well as global 
security. As a result, Wikile­
aks and Assange have come 
under fire. Late last week, 
Wikileaks was cur off from 
Amazods third parry rental 
servers that had been host­
ing their s.ite. Reportedly, 
the U.S. government pres­
sured Amazon to pull the 
plug. So much for the land 
of the free and the First 

Amendment. When a pri­
vate company that can host 
~hatever it likes is forced 
to comply with the govern­
ment's wishes, it spells a sad 

day for free speech every­
where. 

The U.S should be thank­
ing Wikileaks. It is doing 
what to this day, we have 
never been able to: cut 
through the crap. 

By making the govern­
ment accountable for the 
information it wants to 

be kept private, Wikileaks 
might help usher in a new 

era of transparency. . That 
may sound · optimistic or 
unlikely, bur the possibility 
does exist. Take the CoHat­

eral Murder video posted 

in April for example. News 
organization Reuters has 
been trying since 2007 to 
get its hands on that video, 
which proves that American 
soldiers killed both Iraqi ci­
vilians and one of Reuters' 
cameramen. 
. Hopefully, this revelation 
will help the investigation 
move forward and bring clo­
sure to the man's family. 

Despite politicians call­
ing for Assange's head on a 
platter, U.S. Defense Secre­
tary, Robert Gates, thinks 
the fallout from the diplo­
matic cables' release will be 
minimal. "The fact is, gov­
ernmems deal with the U.S. 
because it's in their interest 
-- not because they like . us, 
not because they trust us, 
and not because they believe 
we can keep secrets," Gates 
said last Tuesday. "Is this 
embarrassing? Yes. Is it awk­
ward? Yes. Consequences for 
U.s. foreign policy? I think 

. fairly modest." 

An open and transparent 
government is something 
to aspire to. Wikileaks is 

merely aiding in pushing the 
U.S. along to that lofty goal. 

If the American people will 
not insist "an it, people like 

Julian Assange will. 
Andrew Seal is a Opiniom 

Editor for The Current. 



OPINIONS I 
SCIENCE MATTERS 

Although it usually seems 
like these things get swept 
under the political rug, but 
this time, after a rash of food 
recalls and health scares, 
Congress is actually taking 
action on food safety. The ac­
tion was long overdue. 

On November 30, che 

Senate passed a significant 
overhaul of our food safety 
rules. Hopefully the House 
can finish the task quickly. 

One day later, the u.s. 
Food and! Drug Administra­
tion gave one of the two com­
panies at the center of che re­
call, the W'right County Egg 
company-' owned by Austin 
"Jack" DeCoster limited per­
mission to resume fresh eggs 
sales, but only from a couple 

. of barns at a single site and 
only in a limited area. 

But here is the curious 
pan: There was another egg 
recall in early November, af­
ter the FDA found salmonella 
enteritidis in a sample from 
egg distributor Cal-1v1aine. 
But those eggs did not come 
from hens owned by Cal­
Maine but from a company 
whose biggest investor is Jack 
DeCoster, the man who also 
owns Wright County Egg. 
The recalled contaminated 
eggs were sold by distributors 
and retailers in several states, 
including Missouri and Il­
lino.is. 

There is something serious­
ly WtOng with this system for 
food safety and a fix cannot 
come fast enough. rfyou wish 
to read more, here are links 
to the two stofies, the Dec. 
1 story in the Des Moines 
Register, desmoinesregis­
teLcoml article/20 1 0 120 11 
BUSINESS01/12010344/-11 

ENTO 5 IFDA-allows-De­
Cos ter-farm- in-Iowa- to­
again-sell-eggs, and the earlier 
Nov. 1 story in the Christian 
Science Monitor, csmonitor. 
com/Business/20 10/11091 
Egg-recall-DeCoster-linked­
farm -releases-con taminated­
eggs.-Again. 1v1ichael PoUan l 

author of "Omnivore's Di­
lemma" and orher books on 
issues with our food, \\'Tote 
an opinion piece on the mat- . 
ter recently in the New York 
Times. 

Problems with. the FDA 
and other science-based agen­
cies was the topic on Decem­
ber 1 at the News at N oon 
discussion, a current event 
news discussion sponsored 
by 1he Current and the N ew 
York Times. The discussion 
topic was chosen in part due 
to the contaminated egg re­
call this past summer. 

Contaminated eggs are 
not the whole picture, of 
course. Recent years have 
seen problems with peanut 
butter and spinach that sick­
ened thousands of people. 
Consumer advocates have 
called for tighter government 
oversight and have even been 
joined by some concerned 
food companies. 

The pending legislation, 
the Food Safety Modern­
ization Act, contains some 
important changes that will 
benefit us all. The FDA has 
focus~d more on drug and 
medical oversight in recent 
decades than food safety. 1his 
new bill will give che FDA 
more power to take steps to 
prevent people from being 
sickened by contaminated 
foods, rather than simply 
responding to tainted foods 
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after people become sick. The 
bill would give the FDA the 
power to issue recalls rather 
than just suggest chern to 
food companies as \ \< ell as 
increa inspections and ac­
countability from food com ­
panies. H wever the bill 
would not resolve the over­
lapping authority of FDA 
and me u.s. Department of 
Agriculture and other agen­
cies involved in food safety, 
which may contin ue to be 
problematic. 

A rising tide of imported 
food makes this issue even 
more pressing. Right now, 
only one pound in a million 
is inspected. One in a million 
- that is a lot of chance for 
tainted food to slip through. 

Quick action is needed to 

finish the job, wim the loom­
ing changes in Congress in 
January. Right now, Congress 
is working on this issue for 
the good of the whole coun­
try bUt there are sticking 
points about creating exemp­
tions for small growers and 
other issues. Hopefully those 
issues wUI be resolved soon 
and we \vill get . a strong law 
so we can all feel safer eating. 

Cate lvfarquis is Associate 
A&E Editor and a columnist 
for The Current. 

STAFF VIEWPOINT 

eist billboard in New Jersey 

December is a time of hol­
iday celebrations more than 
most other months. We have 
Christmas, Hanukkah and 

Kwanzaa, as a few examples: 
Although we may not always 
agree or understand other 
celebrations, we all tend to 

generally get along and join 
in a common base of general 
merriment. 

Travel over to the Lincoln 
Tunnel area that connects 
New Jersey and New York 
and h re is not as much joy­
fulness and holiday spirit as 
there sl ould be these da s.· 

lhis is because illboard 
was r encl.· er ted bv a dif­
fer nr kin of bdief group; 
Ailieis . The 20 000 sign 

ompl te with nati ity scene 
reads, "You know it's a m tho 
TIlis ea on, . celebrate rea­
son." 

Have an open mind and 
keep in mind that this is, in­
deed. America, we all have 
the right to free speech. 
The United States has. been 
known as a giant melting 
POt, so of course, we will 
have a nunlber of different 
kinds of people with bil­
lions . of different beliefs and 
values. \Ve should not dis­
criminate against someone's 
exclamation ( JUSt because 
we do not like it. 

However, \\'Tong does 
fall in this situation onto 
the atheists that placed this 
billboard up. To speak your 
mind about opinions is one 
thing, but to say another 
person's ideas arid beliefs are 
tOtaily vYTong is another. Of 
course people are going to 

get ofFended when a finger is 
pointed. Many Atheists argue 
that religion is shoved down 

their throats, but there has 
not been a billboard for a city 
that straight Out aggressively 
proclaimed that atheists were 
wrong. That is, until a Chris­
tian organization in the same 
area felt the need to retaliate 
and put up their own bill­
board that reads "You know 
it's real: This season celebrate 
Jesus." It would be differ­
ent if American Atheists had 
put up a billboard that sim­
ply said «American Atheists, 
Phone N umber: 5 

Da id Sit erman, the 
president of m riean Ath -
is( claims that ath ist kn 

fo r a fa t that God and th 
. tories from the bible are not 
real. Please sir, may w se 
thi evidence? 

Silverman also claims 
there are a lot of '"d o ted 
Atheists" because United 
States data shows thousand 
of persons who have an un­
claimed religious status dnd 
believes this billboard will 
inspire people to come out 
of the "Atheist closet." Per­
haps Silverman has not real­
ized several people may think 
there is truth to several reli­
gions, or simply that people 
do not care about religion. 
Not being religious and not 
believing in a higher power 
is twO very different things. 
This is not to support that 
the Bible and God are all 
real either. However, there at 
least has been supporting evi­
dence that stories or people 
from the Bible are true, like 

the Dead Sea eroUs or his to­
rian documentation. There i ' 
more evidence ,and "reason" 

to support that rh re is a G l 

than there i n t. 

Then th re is rh fac t rna 
ilv rman tat tha t the h !i. 

day season 'ha:-. be n co-opt l 

b , n wer u adi(ions," there 

fore, it i no ju t about J u~ 

Uh, y u think? 
Flying r indeer and tal k­

ing snowmen were Sutely no. 
part of the original holiday 
traditions, bm that is not the' 
point on hand when someone 
brings in the religion factOr 
as their figh ting argument. 
Originall} Valentine's Day 
did not involve six pound ..; 
of chocolate and a Hallmark 
card. But, in the end, we still 
give ode to St. Valencine. In 
the end, holidays like Christ­
mas and Hanukkah still 
should keep thought of the 
original intent as well , right? 

Making it short, take the 
sign down and figure out a 
new ''''lay for promotion if 
need be. 

Jen OHara is Features Edi- . 
tor jo·r The Current. 

We agree with Jen. 

D · ? o yOU. 
www.thecurrent-online.com 

: -
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oint/Counterpoint 

A re the new graphic FDA cigarette warning labels a good idea? 
4 . ..... ... . . .. .. .. . .. .... ~ .. ... .. ................................... .. ............. .. . .. ........... .... . .. .. ... ...... . .................................. .. .... . .. .. ....... ..... ...... .... . .... .................................................................................................................................................... . ................................ . 

Warni g abe s are a Critics nee to stop 
oke necessary ev·1 lowing s 

m okixtg cigarettes is a e 'er is no more dangerous eral case studies sho\\"ing that 
use of artificial s\veeteners 
did, indeed, caLIse cancer in 
otherv;'ise healthy studies. 

Smokers are e rywhere 
and we cannot deny that. 
When asked t pur our a cig­
arette, move outside r even 
further away from the d ors 
of public buildings, they get 
cran1.-y. 

When told of what smok-
ing does to their body, re­
sponses range hom ignorance 
to knowledge of the situa­
rion. So what is so bad abour 
a little gentle reminder? 

The biggest argument 
that most smokers have ro­
wards non-smokers is that it 
is their choiCe. No one can 
deny that. Smoking is a very 
large choice that affects one 
in every five people. But the 
other four people can be af­
fected by that person's choice 
as well. Secondhand smoke 
is horrible to a non-smoker, 
bur a smokers attitude .when 
asked to move or put it out 
can be even worse. 

If smoker's know exactly 
what they are doing to their 
bodies already, what is so bad 
about a reminder? Every time 
they open the cigarette car­
ton, thoughts of tar filling up 

lung and ice boxe no I n­
gel' existing hould al a s be 
running through ill if heads. 

graphic picture may n t 

eh nge (he mind f 20- ' a r 
veteran, pack-a-day smok r, 
bur it might change the mind 
of a 13-year-old that i just 
trying to look cool. 

The picture might scare 
the 13 year old bur in all 
honesty, that is what todays 
society needs more than ever. 
An honest scare might actu­
ally be able ro affect their 
lives in a positive way and 
maybe even on a larger scale 
later down the road. 

The suggested photos to 
be used on the new warning 
labels can be found on the 
web site. Most of the pictures 
realiy are not offensive. May­
be the dead guy in the coffin, 
the dead guy's chest scar and 
the woman dying from lung 
disease are a little excessive, 
bur the other pictures seem 
like they make the right point 
without going over the top. 

The true question that 
should be asked when think-
ing about accepting the use 

of the e new warning label i 
who would be against ili m. 
P opl who are in denial, 
People who rnok and d 
not want th i.r chi! 
the lab . 

People who fe the im­
ag are to graphically trik­
ing: the images are supposed 
to cause emotions to rW1 

through you, even if they are 
emotions of disgust. If that 
happens, then the FDA is 
finally doing their job right. 

Maybe instead of looking 
at a picture of a person with 
mouth disease, you will not 
smoke the third, forth, fifrh 
cigarette. Maybe it will not 
affect you at all. 

Bur saving even a few peo­
ple from premature death, 
he an, lung and mouth dis­
ease and even secondhand 
smoke seems to be a better 
reason to implement the 
warning labels. 

choice. It has alw a s been than alcohoUsm. There are 
a choice. D espite the opin- l-dws <1naainst public usage of 
ions of the holi r-than-thou both in certain situations. 
ryp , mok are quit of· Both are rowned up n in 
t n awar of the danger (b y 'c", -. H W T the large 

r' king with each open d numbers of indi\ iduals \ ' ho 
pack and with each smoked die of lin:r cancer eery year 
sr i k. are not pushing the FDA to 

In a country where citi- add Ilictures to eveqbody's 
zens are supposedly free, favorite bottle of Captain. 
there are constant attempts Certainly, "vine bottles 
by organizations such as the haye not been tagged with 
Food and Drug Adminisrra- photographs of mangled, 
tion to cut down and belittle charred remains from a bru-
those who smoke cigarettes, 
in one fashion or another. 

The most recent arrack 
would guarantee that any-

. time a smoker picked up 
a pack to smoke, his or her 
minds would be assaulted by 
images of decayed lungs and 
other diseases which smok­
ing is capable of causing. 

Granted, smoking can, 
indeed, cause lung cancer. 
Studies show that roughly 
21 percent of all American 
adults smoke. That is a stag­
gering nwnber, given that 
the USA is estimated at 
roughly 310,000,000 resi­
den ts this year, 

Cigarette smoking, how-

tal car accident caused by al­
coholism. Anomer example ' 
would be something as com­
mo~ and, supposedly, harm­
less, as artificial sweetener. 
It tastes good (to some). It 
has fewer calories than natu­
ral sugar. In several grocery 
stores, it actually costs less 
to buy, as well. Most of all, 
it shows man's capacity to 

conquer Mother Nature and 
create a "better" produ0" 
for himsdf. Want to know 
something interesting about · 
artificial sweeteners? 

Although the FDA has 
purported tha~ the creations 
are not "directly linked" to 
cancer, there have been sev-

Again, the FDA does not 
believe these to be guaran­
tces, bur then again, there are 
thousands of smokers who 
live to a ripe-old age, being 
smokers, and never develop 
the symptoms oflung cancer. 
or any other smoking-related 
cancer. So, seeing as the nvo 
stories are similar, why not 
put pictures of bladder can­
cer on Splenda packages? 

Honestly, to plaster pho­
tographs of lung cancer and 
similar atrocities on cigarette 
packages may as well be an 
open invitation to uppity 
housewives to insult every­
body they see buying the 
product. 

Smoking is a dangerous 
habbit; there is no deny­
ing this. However, there are 
plenty of other habbits, just 
as dangerous, that never get 
the attack smoking does. 
Stop picking on specific 
groups and if an attack is 
going to be made, make it 
upon all offenders, not just 
th~ easiest target. 
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CURRENT HOROSCOPES 

ala ARIES 
• IIEfI:j (MARCH 21 ,· APRIL 20) 

This week is going to be 
trouble.You have been 
placing your nuts all 
around town and now 
that it's cold you can't 
fi nd one of them. 

Taurus, ( ou normally go to 
the mal to shop and then 
fall in a large puddle of 
toddler pUke, Make tonight 
different and go skiing 
whi e wearing those new 
hot pants you bought. You 
are embrrassing. 

GEMINI 
(MAY 22 - JUNE 21) 

Lately your twin has 
stopped follOWing you and 
has yet to give a death 
threat this week. Is every­
thing looking safe? Better 
check he fridge twice and 
buy more ammo. 

CA NCER 
(JUNE 22 - JULY 2 2 ) 

The holidays have re­
ally got you down. Your're 
pretty much broke. Next 
year will be better with a 
sweet court case com-
ing your way. 3-5yrs with 
probation ain't so bad. 

Bobby stole your red 'Crayon. 
That was your favorite, for 
sure, Now all you have to do 
is put a peice of gum in his 
hair and that will make his 
day as bad as yours. Sweet. 

This week, exercise more 
and then have three times 
the amount of sex you 
normally have with your 
signifigant other. They 
deserve it. 

LIBRA 
(SEPT. 24 - OCT. 23) 

Later in the evening 
everyday this week your 
neighbor is going to ask for 
something ridiculous. Just 
oblige them because if you 
don't, they will just steal 
from you. Trust me. 

People like your com-
pany, you bring a fresh 
new perspective to every 
conversation you interrupt . 
Do it more. Speak mid-way 
into ev ryones sentences 
because you can. 

Today be wil l be the same as 
yesterday, but tomorrow is 
going to be so similar to last 
Thursday, that yesterday will 
have a sorta Satu rday vibe. 
Rest on Sunday then repeat. 

,.. CAPRICORN 
~ (Dec. 23 - JAN. 20) 

You quit your job a few 
weeks ago and now you 
think it's time to take down 
your fo rmer boss, OUge, 
take your meds and -join 
every other douche bag in 
the unemployment line, 

AQUARIUS 
(JAN. 21 - FEB. 19) 

You stood and waited for 
him in the rain for 45 min­
utes, then a no-show. Guess 
you're not getting married 
agi3in and someone threw 
coffee on you. 
Take tomorrow off. 

Don't do it. Stop going 
up to them and saying 
something. If you don't, 
there is going to be hell to 
pay. What is the worst that 
could happen? He/She will 
place- a restraining order 
on you? 

I WWW.THECURRENT-ONLlNE.COM I 

CURRENT CROSSWORD 

· ACROSS -
1) Very thin model, e.g. 
5 Bridge need 
11 Knighted one 
14 Archipelago member 
15 ) Dawn of Rom an 

civilizatIon? 
_ heartb t (in" 

uthor who'H n . 
Dam for rums If 

19) Tir pressure mea . 
L, ) Tiny Tim, to B Crate hit 
21 ) King of clas i 1 trag y 
23 Late- umm r bloom 
2 ,) __ -f ung 

"A _ fonn li ty!" 
_9) hould r inflammation 

1 ) ad a phobia of 
T ) lTodny. I _ man' 
3"+) Getting clean 
36} On ' ouI 

Cia sifieds 
SERVICES 

DOWN 

Traffic, DWIIDUI, Criminal Defense, Personal Injury, Estate Planning, Business t aw. 

Call (314) 283-8930 or e-mail henry@elsterlaw.com. Free consu~tations. 

Fore into moti D 

38) <1Th Facts f Life" ac tre Charlo te 
39 -bon ' locale 
40 himn segmen t 

Ambulance letters 
yp . of relationship 

Claim without proof 
46) 0 rwhelmingly defeated 
48) Hard thing to split 

9) Bub" bottle topper 
5 1) Diplomat Silas 
54 Churc.h niche 
55) " went that-a- ;l,a.V~" 

56 Left during the regatta? 
59) This means nothing 
60) It's usually first into the tub 
61) Not be well 
62) _ and outs 
63) Bess Tmman, Wallace 

·EMPlOYM·EN·y············ ................................................................................................................................ . 

Earn $1000-$3200 a month to drive our 'cars with ads.www.AdCarDriver.com 
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Colloquium-Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry 

From 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. in Benton Hall Room 451,. open to everyone. 
/I Photosynthetic Antenna Systems: Where Light Interfaces With Biology" presented by 
Robert Blankenship, Washington University. Coffee will be served at 3:45 p.m. For more 
Information contact James O'Brien at ext. 5717. 

1 - - -~ ',. ' ~ - . - • - - - - -
:~~i1l~u~~scta·-Y;<D.ec~~'·7 '. ~ -.. :. :",,: . '. " , 

_ _ _ _ _ ,Jo _" _ •• ~ _ .. _ _ __ 

Staff Association Holiday Bazaar 

From 1 0:00 AM to 2:00 p.m located in the MSC, Century Room A 
Open to everyone. 7th Annual Staff Association Holiday Bazaar, Holiday items, baked 
goods, books, gift' baskets, sports memorabilia and more for sale; proceeds to benefit 
John Perry/Staff Association Scholarship fund. For Information: Faith Lucas at 314-516-
5090. 

Faculty S~nate Meeting 

From 3:00'p.m. to-4:00 p.m. located in 126 JCPenney, Open to everyone, This meeting is 
a great example of shared governance at U MSL. 
For Information: Loy Harvey at 314-516-6769. 

You'r weekly calendar of campus events. IIWhafs Current /I is a free seNke 
for student or'ganizations. Submissions must be turned in by 5 p.m. the Thursday 
before publication; first-come, first-seNed. Listings may be edited for length and 
style. E-mail event listings to thecurrentads@umsl.edu, with the subject "What's 
Current./I No phone submissions. 

\ -' - -

~~Wed nesd'ay, Dec. 8' . . '. . --.~ -'~, -- . v ~~ ,,--

- - _._ I __ 

Holy Day Mass on Campus 

At12:20 p.m. in the JC Penny building at room 229,. faculty, staff, and students come 
celebrate the Feast of Mary's Immaculate Conception with the Catholic Newman Center 
on campus. Contact Rachael Cimmon at 314-385-3455. 

Employer-led Interviewing Skills Workshop 

From 2:00 p.m. to 3:.30 p.m., this workshop will be led by representatives from Verizon. 
Come and learn about interviewing from those actually doing the interviewing: 
employers! Register to attend online at: http://careers.umsl.edu. 

Student Chamber Music Concert 

From 7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. in Lee Theater, Touhill Performing Arts Center, this event 
is open to all. Join us for an evening of enchanting chamber music. The Department 
of Music student ensembles will perform a variety of classical to contemporary pieces 
showcasing their amazing skills. Contact Touhill Ticket Office at 314-516-4949. 

Thursday, Dec. 9 
The Basics of Writing a Business Plan 

From 1 :00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. in the J.c. Penney Conference Center. Open to everyone. 
Create a business plan that appeals to lenders ,in substance and appearance. ThiS 
workshop qoes step-by-step through each section and offers a tool to help with the 
financials. Contact Alan Hauff at 314-516-6121. 
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